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INTRODUCTION 

At the request of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 3, EPA’s 

National Enforcement Investigations Center (NEIC) conducted a multimedia compliance 

investigation of the Radford Army Ammunition Plant (RFAAP) in Radford, Virginia. RFAAP’s 

operations and associated waste streams are subject to major environmental statutes, including 

the Clean Air Act (CAA), Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Clean Water Act 

(CWA), Clean Air Act 112(r) (CAA 112(r)), and Emergency Planning and Community Right-to- 

Know Act (EPCRA). Pollution control, waste generation, and waste management operations for 

the facility are subject to environmental permits and regulations administered by EPA and the 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VADEQ). This report summarizes the NEIC 

compliance investigation of one of RFAAP’s tenants, identified as New River Energetics (NRE). 

 
GENERAL BACKGROUND 

 
RFAAP is a U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) government-owned, contract-operated 

(GOCO) facility that manufactures specialty munitions, propellants, explosives, and chemicals 

for the U.S. Army and other users. BAE Systems Ordnance Systems, Inc. (BAE) became the 

principal operating contractor in July 2012. The previous operating contractor was Alliant 

Techsystems, LLC (ATK). BAE operates the permitted hazardous waste and wastewater 

treatment facilities (biological wastewater treatment plant [bioplant] and AB waste acid 

treatment plant) at RFAAP. 
 

When BAE assumed the role of RFAAP’s principal operating contractor from ATK in 

2012, ATK retained three production areas as a tenant on-site:  (Alliant 

Powder), ) and  

 is more commonly referred to as New River 

Energetics or NRE. 
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Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
 

For the EPCRA portion of the investigation, NEIC evaluated Toxic Release Inventory 

(TRI) Form R submittals for reporting years (RYs) 2010, 2011, and 2012. Prior to RY2012, 

NRE emissions were included in ATK TRI Form R submittals. Beginning with RY2012, NRE 

submitted TRI Form Rs for the following chemicals: diphenylamine, lead compounds, nitrate 

compounds, and nitroglycerin. The forms were submitted using the facility name of Alliant 

Techsystems Inc. (New River Energetics). 






